
Introducing:
 The Threaded Monkey Hut!

by Jasen Minton

I've spent the past year obsessing on a reliable, resilient, durable, scalable, travel friendly Monkey 
Hut (MH) that would enable someone to make one stop at a big box store, go straight to the Playa and 
be able to set themselves up in a reasonable amount of time with little to no moop. Within that as the 
criteria for success, this is what I came up with. 

The Threaded Monkey Hut (TMH), and associated construction techniques, represent a considered 
approach to how someone can successfully extend a design rooted in the original MH but altered in 
ways that better suit the intended usage... yes... I will say it... this is a means by which the Monkey Hut 
can successfully evolve.

I think that it is a challenging problem because the original design is so elegantly concise. With that
said, once you start down the path of "that's great, but it doesn't pack up into my car very well", its 
conciseness, where each design feature is reliant on some aspect of another, turns into a beautiful trap. 

This will document how to move from the original MH to an equivalent TMH, that will be better 
suited for travelers and have other interesting features such as improved resiliency and low daily 
maintenance (compared to other travel designs).  After this, if there is interest, I will post a more 
exhaustive guide that presents the general construction techniques that I have found to be successful. 
Anyone who's been building these or thinking about these may read this and wonder why I'm pointing 
out the obvious, but I've not found anything that brings all of these techniques together into one 
reference document and many of the techniques that I use, I've not even seen documented anywhere. 
This literally represents a year of working and thinking about this on the side. I hope that it is helpful 
and maybe even saves some people from some extremely tempting false starts (e.g. thinking that 
fittings are fit for the Playa as they are.... they're not).

At the end of this is an attempt to call out the shopping lists for those who already have a MH and 
those who are starting with nothing.

MH → TMH

It is not necessary to have built your own MH to use these instructions. It is only necessary to be 
familiar with the original instructions and building requirements to serve as a common starting point.

(Here is my fully Threaded Monkey Hut being used as a practice range for 16 year olds picking up 
a golf club for the first time)



The Big Picture

`As I sit to write this out, it feels like it will be easy to get the impression that there is a lot going on
or being added. It may seem like this because I am being extremely detailed in my writeup in hopes 
that it helps anyone trying to go down this path. In truth, very little is being added. In broad strokes, 
what will be described to do in addition to the original MH instructions is how to deal with everything 
once you cut the ribs into 5' sections for easier travel. To deal with this change, I'm proposing a set of 
design tweaks and construction techniques. These same things can also be successfully used to 
moderately scale the hut up to meet other demands that you may have. The resulting solution that holds
your 5' rib section based structure together also happens to contribute to the overall resiliency of the 
structure in a new and different way that I think many designs could benefit from. In this design, the 
tarp is no longer a structural component allowing for more expressiveness in what the final structure 
looks like.  As an added bonus, some of the added features may aid you during rebar extraction when 
packing up to go home.

But How?

To accomplish all of this, here is what is added to the original MH design:

• A way to couple 5' pipe sections back into a 10' section successfully that is also cheap, easy and 
reliable

• A way to couple pipe sections that includes T or X connectors that is also cheap, easy and 
reliable (and without duct tape).

• For each rib, there is a line that runs through it from rebar anchor to rebar anchor

• To take it all the way, within the spine, there is a central line that is also tensioned as the rib 
lines are tensioned giving the entire structure more structural integrity and providing overall 
load distribution in the face of external forces.

• With the internal lines, there needs to be a way to access and tension the line (and an optional 
but snazzy way to do it)

• A description of a knot (and a simplified set of instructions for tying it) suitable for the task of 
connecting a line to an anchor where the line pulls up along the path of the anchor. (You may 
appreciate this more when it comes time to pack up and you can use this attached loop to help 
extract the rebar!)

• I also include some suggestions of how to create access holes for the lines if you don't have a 
drill.

It is possible to cherry pick which of the items above you use and the truth is that if that was the 
only thing that you did to your travel-friendly MH, it would still be better off. In my view, there are 
three levels of incorporation of the above items that are likely to have general appeal:

Level 0:

Use the 1” pipe coupling technique to rejoin the 5' pipes and leave everything else the same.

Level 1:

Level 0 for half of the ribs. The other ribs will be joined in a similar fashion, but also incorporate a 



T-connector. This level also runs a line from anchor to anchor within the ribs (thus the requirement of a 
means to access and tension the line).

Level 2 – Fully Threaded:

Level 1 plus running a line through the central spine to keep it in place, to gain overall structural 
integrity and to provide load distribution.

The downside of Level 0 is that the structure relies on the tarp and pipe friction (including friction 
from the addition of duct tape) in order to stay together as well as friction between the pipe and rebar to
stay anchored to the ground. When its time to pack up and leave, there are no helpful loops to pull up 
on to aid rebar extraction.

The downside of Level 1 is that the tarp is still a required structural component of the overall 
design. The central spline is still a but funky and uses duct tape (and bungee cord?) to help stay in 
place. and it's overall integrity and resilience will always be less than what is achievable if one were to 
move to Level 2. An additional upside to Level 1 is that the line running through the rib can be left in 
place between uses and it serves to keep all rib sections together and can even be used to help manage 
their transport.

Note that for Levels 0 and 1 that use the original central spine design, the tubes have very little 
room to move within before they pop out. There's another design that avoids the “popping out” issue by
not having T or X connectors at all and lashes pipe in place instead. If you aren't going to go with a 
fully threaded (Level 2) approach, you may be better off taking the lashing approach but using 5' 
segments and the pipe coupling technique described below so you can still travel easily. I haven't tried 
this, but it makes complete sense to me and matches my experience with it all so far. With my fully 
threaded approach, even if a spine segment were to pop out, the line would limit how much movement 
it could still have and would also serve to hold the segment mostly still in place until you can reach up 
and fit it back in later.

With all of that in mind, I'll describe TMH construction in terms of the levels listed above since 
they're somewhat independent and additive in nature anyway. In each level of adoption listed below, 
what is described is in addition to the previous level and in addition to what the standard MH calls for.

Construction Details

Level 0 – Custom pipe couplers

Material:

6 sections of 1¼” PVC cut into 6” lengths



6 pieces of paracord cut into 18” lengths (add or delete from this as your knot tying prowess 
demands)

Instructions:

Preparation:

Cut all 1” pipes that are 10' long into 5' sections.

For each 6” section of 1¼” pipe, run a piece of paracord through the length of it and tie the ends
together on the outside of the 6” pipe

NOTE: The goal is for each 1” section to be inserted 3” into the 1¼” sleeve and meet the other
half of the rib in the middle. This is the minimal depth that seems to hold 1” pipe with any 
integrity. It is also about the maximum length that you want to use the sandwiched paracord 
trick with. Any more than 3” and it starts to get so tight that you may not be able to pull them 
apart again.

Assembly:

Insert one end of a 5' rib section half-way into your custom coupler, insert the other rib section 
into the other half of the coupler. Make sure the two meet in the middle. If one end is 
significantly short of 3”, it will become an issue.

This works because the paracord is there for the sole purpose of holding the two 5' pipe sections
in line with each other. The reason not to use a standard plumbing pipe coupler for this is that no
commonly available pipe coupler is deep enough or will ever be able to withstand the side-loads
produced from the potentially heavy external forces. 

Over time, the paracord will get more and more flat and offer a bit less holding power. 
Therefore it is advisable to check or replace it for each excursion. In my experience, it lasts long
enough to last the duration of Burning Man. Though, sometimes it doesn't lose its grip at all. I 
have a 1” stuck in a 1¼” with a piece of paracord that I still cannot separate. That said, it would 
be foolish not to have extra with you just in case you need it.

Level 1 – Threaded Ribs only
Before moving on, it is time for: 

The Paracord Lecture and Warning

I love paracord for its utility. Paracord is duct tape's non-sticky sibling. However, if you are 
already plotting to use paracord for the rope in this, its tendency to stretch is the catch. The 
problem with paracord for this is that it easily stretches 30% in length AND it is not an elastic 
stretch that wants to snap back. When paracord stretches, it just gets longer than it was at the 
start and stays that way. If you insist on using paracord, you MUST MUST MUST double it up. 
Therefore, the requirement of 100 feet of rope just turned into 200 feet of paracord. After 
reading this, there is a good chance that you will think a single strand of paracord will be 
suitable. It will probably, mostly work, but if things get bad, it will be your weak link (either 
from breakage or the excessive stretch). I can't stop you from utilizing a single strand of 
paracord, but at least I can deliver this lecture and warning.

Materials:

For each rib:



1 - 25' of rope or 50' of paracord (paracord should only be used if doubled up, and even then, it 
is still not the best choice that could be made)

2 – 3' pieces of paracord for tying to the rebar anchors (this is in addition to the rope/paracord 
listed above)

1 - 1¼ T connector (NOT the 1.5 from the original MH design)

2 - 6” lengths of 1¼” PVC

1 – 6” length of 1” PVC

2-3' of additional paracord per rib

(OPTIONAL)

For a nifty tensioning handle, for each rib also buy the following:

1 - 1 in. x 1 in. x 1/2 in. PVC Sch. 40 S x S x S Reducing Tee (i.e. a T where a 1” path is going 
across and the branching off opening reduces the pipe siz and is for a ½” PVC)

1 – 3-4” length of 1” PVC    

Preparation:

Prepare 3 custom couplers as described for Level 0. 

Next, we'll prepare 3 more couplers, but these couplers will also incorporate an access hole into 
the rib so that the internal line can be adequately tensioned to hold the rib together. There are 
MANY ways this could be done in addition to the way I'm about to present. I chose this one 
because the end result looks nice, is easy to use and understand what's going on. The access 
coupler is much like the custom coupler, but it also includes a T-connector. Because T-
connectors are so likely to break with even moderate side loads, it is also reinforced internally 
with an embedded 1” pipe. This embedded  pipe ends up being sandwiched between the two rib 
ends that are inserted into the access coupler.

Here is a picture of this style of access coupler in an attempted exploded view:

Create a hole at the mid-point of the 6 inch long 1” pipe 

This hole will be how you access the line inside of the rib. I've found that a hole from a ½” drill 
bit is just large enough to be easily usable without compromising the pipe's section's integrity.

(NOTE: Even at ½”, getting at the internal line can be tricky. Small pliers can be helpful but the 
best tool is a small piece of wire doubled over and made into a hook:



These hooks are quick and easy to make and work better than anything else I've tried.)

When it comes to making a hole in PVC, I've successfully used a number of different drill bits, 
but I personally prefer a multi-bladed, counter sink drill bit. Here is the picture of what I use:

If you do not have a drill, you are still in the game. If you buy a ½” drill bit that will fit into a 
ratcheting screwdriver handle or the like, drilling the hole by hand is not hard to do at all. The 
multi-bladed bit pictured above fits into a ratcheting T-handle of mine and with that 
combination, I can make a ½” hole in around one minute (yes, I timed it).

MOOP ALERT!

If this hole is created on the Playa, regardless of how it is made, do it inside your car or tent or 
wrap a plastic bag around it or something, because it produces lots of little moopy plastic bits. 

Once there is a hole in the 6” length, center it in the T-connector opening. Drape a piece of 
paracord as shown here:

Be sure that the part sandwiched between the pipes is not longer than 3” and that it drops down 
past the top edge of the T-connector. This will cause the 1 ¼ section to be extra wedged between
the embedded 1” pipe and the 1 ¼ connector itself providing an extremely tight fit (which is a 
good thing). Do this to both sides of the T-connector. 



Make one access coupler per rib.

For each 25' length of rope tie a small, sturdy loop on one end (e.g. a small bowline with a loop 
about the size of a quarter) and then attach a D-Ring to one end and make sure it is screwed 
shut.

Using your creativity, attach *something* to the D-Ring that cannot fit though a 1¼" PVC tube. 
This will act as a stopper while we're assembling the rib and prevent much heartache. I usually 
use scraps of other PVC, but if you're on the Playa, you won't have such moop so, get creative 
and make it work.

Semi-Assembly

Now we'll semi-assemble the ribs by putting them on their line in the correct order and 
orientation. This will make transporting them easier, ensure no lost parts and it will make 
assembly on the Playa that much easier.

Run the non-stoppered end of the line through these parts in this order starting with the end 
indicated:

1. Bottom of bottom rib section

2. custom coupler

3. bottom of the top rib section

4. left side of apex coupler

5. top of top rib section

6. custom coupler

7. top of bottom rib section

With that done, connect the stoppered end to the free end that just went through everything. I 
typically use the paracord loops that I'll be using as the rebar anchors later. This ensures that 
everything related to this rib is all in one place.

For easy travel considerations, add a fair amount of extra line between the stoppered end and 
the free end. Be sure that both ends are tied to each other or something that will ensure that one 
end won't go shooting through the segments we just so carefully threaded and then rearrange the
pipes so that all of the 5' lengths are even with each other so that the overall length of the rib 
parcel is about 5'. It may seem like a weird, impossible puzzle, but it is worth the reward. Once 
you're done, and you tie everything back up, you have a self-contained, easy to transport rib 



parcel that has all of the segments captured on the line in the right order, ready for fast 
assembly. Here's how mine turned out (yes, I'm using the coupler as a handle at one end for 
hanging and carrying):

Repeat for each rib. Take care that your T-Connector couplers for the ribs and spine are oriented
correctly for front and back use if it makes a difference for your setup. In truth, you could just 
use all X-Connectors and make all ribs be identical. It would further simplify things nicely.

Assembly: 

Overview:

There are many ways to reassemble the ribs. The lesson
to learn in this is that you can use the line that goes through
the ribs and center connector almost as a third hand. Use the
line to pull the other parts to you, to help line up parts that are
to fit together, etc. I've had luck starting at one end and
adding on the next piece in serial order until the whole thing
was reassembled. I've also had luck working from the outside
parts inward to the inside until it was all connected. You'll want to find the approach that best 
works for you and your setup. I never felt like the original design offered much help in this 
regard either. So for that matter, you could reassemble it like you've always assembled your 
MH, and then go along after the fact and attach and tension the internal lines.

Take care in reassembling the parts that you don't bend anything significantly farther than it 
will be bent when it is in its final position. This warning is true for any kind of MH reassembly, 
but with the TMH, you now have a new way to make everything bend even farther out of place.

  In Practice:

If I'm concerned about the ground conditions, I'll put these at the base of the rebar. An added
bonus, is that these can be used to aid in rebar extraction (details in a following post).

On the Playa, drive in your rebar anchors (leaving part of it above ground as described in 
the original MH instructions)

If the rebar doesn't already have a hitch tied to it, tie an Icicle Hitch with the
paracord loop a couple inches from the top of each rebar anchor (see below for
Icicle Hitch directions). The end of the paracord loop must extend above the top
of the rebar. 

Attach a locking D-ring to the loop.

Fit the first rib segment, the custom coupler and the
next rib segment together to recreate your original 10' rib

Fit the other rib segments together as well.

Rib sections, couplers and 
internal line (badly drawn)



On the line, you should now have two reassembled 10' ribs and a center connector where the
ribs and spine meet.

Attach the unstoppered line end to a D-Ring on the anchor, making sure the ring
is locked

Fit the rib closest to the unstoppered line end over the rebar anchor, hitch, and d-
ring. it works best if you are also pulling on the internal line to take up the slack. You
may end up dragging the other stuff on the line around with it at the same time. This
is expected.

Take the center connector in one hand and the line leading to the top of the upright
rib in the other. Pull on the line until the rib end comes down to meet you and you can
fit the center connector into place (presumably wrapped with duct tape for Level 1)

Repeat this process for the other, reassembled 10' rib.

All of the parts are now fitted together, one end is attached to the
ground over the rebar and the opposing end is in your hand pointing off to
the horizon. Bend the other end of the unattached rib down to be next to
the anchor it is to go over.

Either brace it against your foot or have a helper hold it while you
now remove the stopper stuff, and attach the line end here to the D-Ring/Icicle
Hitch on the anchor.

Gently slip the rib end over the anchor/ring/hitch making sure that any slack
line is not pinched or in some way hindered in movement.

Go to your access coupler, reach into the hole and pull out enough of
the interior line so there is little to no slack left inside the rib. Make a
bight (bend the line in half) and insert it into the small (1/2”) opening in
the T-Connector for the Nifty Handle and pull it all the way through until
it is pulled up into the opening of the access coupler. Attach something to
complete the handle, and tie the slack line to the handle such that it won't
slide back into the handle or rib.

Start winding up the Nifty Handle like you're tightening the rubber band on a toy
airplane. Keep tightening until rotating the handle has developed some resistance, or
until you think the internal tension is adequate. The internal tension doesn't have to
be super tight, what we want is to be sure that all slack has been taken out (and if
using paracord, that some of the stretch has also been taken out) and that the internal
line is tight by human standards and not by superhero standards. It is entirely possible
if your anchoring was sub-standard, that this action might well pull them out. If this happens, 
you may want to reconsider your anchoring as it would not have held up to the equivalent 
amount of external stress if bad weather had occurred.

For levels 0 and 1, attach your spine segment once you have two rib apex connectors up and
ready. (Inserting a spine segment into only 1 rib is tempting fate for any setup.)

Repeat the above for each rib

 



Level 2 – Fully Threaded
Same as Level 1, except there is no duct tape and there are no 1½ fittings and the center coupler 

that gets used is just a longer version of the access coupler that was used in Level 1. (See the MH 
Reuse tip below if you are starting with a preexisting MH.)

Assembly:

There are a couple tricks at this point of the process. For each rib, before you start assembling the 
full rib structure and secure them to the anchors, reach into the access hole in the top access coupler 
and pull out about a couple feet or more of interior line, tie something to it to ensure that it doesn't go 
back into the interior. (This is much easier to do now than when it is 7' in the air.)

Depending on the number of ribs you will use, you will want to use different rigging patterns of the
internal central line. For 3 ribs, it is simple since there is no choice: Start at the center, go to one outside
rib and then the other outside rib. Here's my poor attempt at a simulated cut-away view of the spine 
sections.

So if the ribs were numbered in order: 1, 2, 3 then a valid rigging order would be 2, 1, 3.

For 4 ribs it just gets extended a little bit: 2, 1, 4, 3

For more than 4, I will let you do that for yourself (just continue the zigzag pattern). The key is that
as each rib line pulls back into the rib as it is tensioned, it will take a small amount of the slack out of 
the central line. At some point there is no more slack in the central line and adding tension to one rib 
starts to add tension to all ribs. Rib attachment order becomes important as each rib on the central line 
must always be pulling against the neighboring lines as the lines are tightened. This is the where and 
how of load distribution. For more than 4 ribs, another option is to skip attaching to some of the interior
ribs and do the outer two most ribs in a 4 pattern as though the rest of the ribs did not exist.

Once you've determined your rigging pattern, carefully make sure it is done correctly as you put 
each spine segment into place.

Lastly, in the 3 rib scenario, the spine is 10' long, but the central line traverses one of the spine 
segments twice. The total amount of distance the central line must cover is 15'. Once you've determined
the total amount of distance to cover, make sure that the amount of central line used is shorter than that 
length by at least 4-6” per rib. Also, when tensioning the internal lines, try to apply tension evenly 
across all ribs by only partially tightening each rib in turn. These simple precautions will help ensure 
that tension indeed shows up across the entire line. 



KNOTS

Icicle Hitch:
As presented here: http://www.animatedknots.com/icicle/index.php

This is the knot that makes it all work. It is easy to tie and even slightly incorrect versions of it 
seem to still work extremely well. 

(For the rope/knot geeks, technically, anymore, I tend to do a version of the Icicle Hitch, as 
identified and presented above, but with a loop such that is tied somewhat like an Icicle Hitch and 
somewhat like a Klemheist.)

Here's how I tie it and it works great for gripping anything you want to pull up out of the ground. I 
find this version easier and faster than anything else I've seen.

1. Start with a loop of line on top 
of the pole with one end slightly 
across it to the left.

2. Wrap the loop around the pole 
twice, ending with both loops 
pointed to the left.

3. Grab the middle of the lower 
loop and fold it up and away from
you forming a double loop on the 
right hand side of the pole. 

4. Fold the left hand side of the 
lower loop underneath the pole 
bringing it up through the double 
loop on the right hand side and 
pull tight.

5. Pull the right hand loop back 
underneath the pole and up 
through the left hand  loop.

6. Pull tight in the direction that 
the pole is pointed in (the same 
direction of the anticipated load).

http://www.animatedknots.com/icicle/index.php


The knot is actually quite usable at step 4, though for heavy duty applications, I'd be sure to include
steps 5 and 6.

As a demonstration, I offer regular paracord tied to a fake wooden spoon that is suspending my 
deep cycle marine battery without slipping or showing the slightest problem doing so other than a slight
bend as the knot does what it is supposed to do (Note: when tied to an anchor, the direction of pull will 
be up, not down as it is in the picture):

Tarp Clamps

I tend to use bungee balls to fasten my tarp to the PVC. However, the space between grommets is 
huge and is always the first part that comes undone that also undoes the rest of the tarp's nice 
attachment to the frame. To overcome this, I make tarp clamps from leftover sections of the same sized 
pipe as I'm trying to fasten the tarp to.

To clamp the tarp to a pipe (either 1" or 1.25"), cut a ½ – ¾" length of pipe of the same diameter as 
what you're clamping it to. Then cut a lengthwise section from it. The width of the section should be 
from the pipe's 12 o'clock to it's 2 o'clock (maybe between 2 and 3, but not to exceed 3 o'clock). If 
possible, sand all cuts (or cover with duct tape) so that there are no sharp edges. Presto: tarp clamp. Use
one between each grommet and it seems to hold well. They do tend to stretch out some with use, you 
might want to have some extras. The smaller the clamp, the easier they are to use but the more likely it 
will stretch out sooner.

To apply the clamp, practice on a bare pipe at first with no tarp. Rest the cut-away gap of the clamp
along the outside surface of the pipe and then press the clamp firmly straight onto the pipe (push the 
center of the clamp towards the center of the pipe). Once you see how that feels, when clamping the 
actual tarp, just pull the edge of the tarp through the gap until it rests against the inside of the clamp at a
point furthest from the gap. Press the clamp down firmly as before. If you haven't sanded the edges, 
you may want to press down in such a way that the edge of the clamp on top of the tarp is as stationary 
as possible.



Advanced (aka Nit-Picky) Considerations:

The access coupler makes one side longer than the other by the length of the embedded 1” segment 
(in this case, 6”). This can be made up for in a number of ways if it becomes a problem for you:

1. instead of using a separate 6” segment, insert the top or bottom half of the rib 6” further in. The 
down side of this is that you end up having to put a hole in whichever rib you chose to insert 
further into the connector. This is probably not a big deal at all, but it violates just a few too 
many of my design goals that I ruled it out for my own purposes.

2.  Trim 6” off of one of the rib segments that feed into the top spine/rib coupler (again, not my 
own favorite choice)

3. When inserting the ribs into the spine/rib coupler, insert a 6” long 1” tube in front of the rib that 
does NOT have the access coupler on it. This will act as a spacer and even things out.

4. When making the embedded 1” segment for the spine/rib access coupler, use 12” lengths with 
the access hole drilled 6” off of the mid-line and make sure that extra 6” ends up on the side 
without the access coupler. (This is my favored approach. It lets all ribs be the same without any
specially offset holes and the only specialty parts are small ones that are less likely to be 
damaged if something nasty does end up happening.)

MH REUSE!!!!
If you're starting with your already existing, standard MH, to transform it into the TMH described 

here, very little has to be thrown away or redone. 

Not used:

• Any duct tape

• Any 1½” connectors

Need to find/buy:

• 1 - 5' x 1"; schedule 40 PVC (3 x 1' segments embedded into spine/rib access coupler, 3 x 6” 
segments for the embedded 1” pipe in the access coupler)

• 1 – 5' x 1¼" schedule 40 PVC (1.5' per rib: 6” coupler two 6” sleeves for access coupler – your 
original 2.5' cross pipe might be just enough to cover this need completely)

• 5 - 1¼" T-connector (2 for the spine, 3 for access couplers)

• 1 - 1¼" X-connector (for the middle rib spine)

• 9 - D-Rings with a screw locking mechanism ( 1 per anchor, 1 per spine access coupler
- I'd buy a handful of extras as well, they seem to grow legs and wander off)

• 30 feet of paracord (in addition to the rope/paracord choice below – for the couplers and general
usage)

• 100 feet of 1/4" rope in at least 25' lengths (cannot be excessively stretchy or slick, must hold 
knots well)
OR



• 200 feet of paracord preferably in at least 50' lengths (ONLY after reading the paracord lecture 
and warning)

For the tensioning handles:

  Per handle:   

• 1 - 1 in. x 1 in. x 1/2 in. PVC Sch. 40 S x S x S Reducing Tee (i.e. a T where it is 1” path
is going across and the branching off opening is for ½” PVC 

• 1 – 3" x 1” pipe

Recycle:

• Ribs – The ribs are used as-is, just cut into half. You don't have to cut them into 5' sections, but 
those traveling in cars will appreciate the packability.

• The 1¼” pipe where the ribs and spine join is specified to be 2' 6” in length. You can cut that 
into 6” lengths and have enough to create the all pipe couplers for that rib (1 std couple, 2 
access couplers).

• Rebar

• Tarp – The TMH I described may result in minorly different dimensions (you should end up 
with slightly more frame than what you previously had). If that's a problem, choose your least 
favorite ribs and trim them by that amount.

...and you should be done..

Starting From Nothing
If you are starting from nothing, or near to nothing, you will at least need the following:

• 7 - 10' x 1"; schedule 40 PVC (6 will be for ribs, the extra is used in 3 segments 1' in length)

• 2 - 10' x 1¼" schedule 40 PVC (15'  will be for spine segments, the extra is used in 6 segments 
6” in length and a set of 3 smaller segments if making the handles)

• 1 - 5' x 1¼" schedule 40 PVC (This will used in 6 segments, each 6” in length and a set of 3 
segments of 3” if making the handles)

• 6 - 2'; x ½" rebar

• 10 - D-Rings with a screw locking mechanism (I'd buy a handful of extras as well,
they seem to grow legs and wander off)

• 5 - 1¼" T-connector

• 1 - 1¼" X-connector

• 1 - 10' x 20' tarp (heavy duty silver)

• 30 feet of paracord (in addition to the rope/paracord choice below)

• 100 feet of ¼" rope in at least 25' lengths (cannot be excessively stretchy or slick, must hold 
knots well)



    OR

• 200 feet of paracord preferably in at least 50' lengths (ONLY after reading the paracord lecture 
and warning)

For the tensioning handles:

  Per handle:   

• 1 - 1 in. x 1 in. x 1/2 in. PVC Sch. 40 S x S x S Reducing Tee (i.e. a T where it is 1” path is 
going across and the branching off opening is for ½” PVC 

• 1 – 3" x 1” pipe

Tools:

• ½” drill bit & handle for making holes (or drill them with a real drill ahead of time)

• Ratchet PVC pipe cutter 

• 3 lb hammer for driving in the rebar stakes (known as a “drilling hammer”, though I prefer my 
4lb mini sledge)

 

The End...

And THAT is the “Threaded Monkey Hut”, a regular Monkey Hut in which you've run line within 
5' long PVC pipes from anchor to anchor to supply a strong, dedicated, compressive force rather than 
trying to do it externally, which will never be able to compete with the internal application. I've tried to 
be as accurate and helpful as possible. It was almost a year in the making and extremely hard to know 
where to start and where to stop. It turned into far more words than I had planned and now it is done.


